THE   DANISH   WAR
Jena. She had passed through the furnace of fierce
affliction, and had undergone a purification and re-
generation that endured for half a century. She
had become the leader in a national movement that
sought, on the one hand, the unification of Germany,
and, on the other hand, the development of demo-
cratic institutions. Her leadership was inevitable:
it was, indeed, thrust upon her rather than assumed.
For, since Austria had abdicated her headship, and
since Saxony, Bavaria, Baden, and Wiirtemberg had
all apostatised to Napoleon, there was no other
possible leader. It is doubtful whether the Old
Prussian party ever accepted with sincerity the new
role of nationalism and democracy : it was too pro-
foundly alien from its particularist and militarist
traditions. But for the time it was discredited
and weak. The regenerators of Prussia; the men
who restored her fallen fortunes; the pioneers who
put her in the forefront of the German national
movement; the statesmen who controlled the weak
will and the feeble intellect of Frederick William HI,
were men drawn from the little German states, where
for long generations, in tranquillity and obscurity,
literature and science, art and music, philosophy and
religion had been cultivated.
In these little states, and particularly in those near
the Rhine and the Danube, the civilising and fer-
tilising influence of France and Italy had had time
to soften the native barbarism of their inhabitants.
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